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COLUMBUS = THE UNTOLD STORY

“I am a professor of History who specializes in 15th and 16th century Por-
tuguese contacts with West Africa. I do Portuguese paleography, and my
rescarch supports your conclusions that Colén was a Portuguese spy for
King Joao I1.”

— Professor Trevor Hall, - PhD. in History from Johns Hopkins University

World-renowned Professor Joaquim Verissimo Serrio, ex-Dean of the Uni-
versity of Lisbon, declared that he "agrees with Manuel Rosa’s research one
hundred per cent” He wrote in his preface, “Nothing invalidates the concept
that he could have been born in our country.”

“No serious historian, after reading the original Portuguese, Spanish and Ital-
ian documents from the 15th-16th Centuries and after havingdone a proper
study of Colon's original heraldic shield, can be indifferent to the truth, and
continue insisting in sanctioning unequivocally what others had written prior
to the new evidence. Manuel Rosa made an exceptional investigation
mﬂhndﬁlngical and well documented.”

= Prqféjmr José Carlos Calazans, Lm&ﬁmd Univfrsf{}r in Lishon

“For the first time ever, a book was written about Colén without starting from
any preconceived certainties and every piece of the puzzle is explained point
by point.”

== Pﬂ)ﬁ'ﬂﬂrAﬂfﬂﬂI'ﬂ Vicente, History Pmﬁﬁar at Lisbon University

“Finally we have a work of investigation into the history of the discovery of
America that is amply documented and shows the real fraud created by the
proponents of the accepted tale of an ignorant Columbus. It offers abundant
clues to unraveling the great mystery that surrounds the «discoverer of
America» and puts forth the long needed change in the perspective of the
analysis of this historical figure.”

— José Raa'n:gues dos Santos, m:gbr{}f netws anchor ﬁlr RTP Parrugm’

While editing the last third of this book, which contains all the new findings,
I became deeply engrossed in its dramatic content. The writing, the structure,
and the painstaking research it's based on are highly intelligent. I'm con-
vinced that Rosa's phenomenal thesis has been very compellingly proven.
I believe the appearance of this monograph in English has the potential to
bring it great renown.

- Bob Lamming

MANUEL ROsa



























CHAPTER2 THE ATLANTIC WINDS OF CHANGE

ing control over its navigaticmal secrets was essential to Pcrrtugal’s success.

Imagine what would have happened if the USA had tried to develop the atomic bomb without
maintaining absolute secrecy? This is the exact way that one must view the atmosphere surrounding
the Portuguese Discoveries. Only through secrecy was Portugal able to succeed as it did.

To understand the reasons for secrecy, aside from the usual arena of politics, it is necessary to
understand that Portugal was then, as it is today, a tiny territory. Portugal’s population was insufficient
to head out and conquer any of those new lands it discovered. In the year of 1500 Portugal’s territory
was home to around one million peoplc. By contrast to Purmg:ﬂ, the Spanish territory subjt:ct to
Queen Isabel of Castile and King Fernando of Aragon had some 8 million subjects. Portugal’s enemy
next door had eight times the population of Portugal.

If half of P{thugai’s pnpul:u:iun, say 500,000, were females and the other half was made up of 50
percent old men and young boys, there would be only 250,000 able bodies to protect the kingdom
from invasions, never mind bt:ing able to go and take control of any largc overseas territory such as
Africa or the Americas.

The amount of manpower available to King Joao II for his undertakings was merely the number
needed to fill three football stadiums today and nothing more. What could any kingdom do with
such a small contingent? Certainly they could never take over any large territory the size of the Amer-
icas without depopulating the kingdom.

The Portuguese kings always understood the limitations of their numbers and hired foreign sol-
diers to reconquer its continental land from the Moors as well as Ceuta in Africa. They even invited
foreigners from Flanders in Holland to populate the Portuguese Azores. This practice of utilizing
the subjects of friendly kings offers much insight to the state of Portugal in those days.

Portugal could only keep control over any discovered lands by keeping them secret, not by pub-
licly claiming possession of some new territory it could never defend.

Countless books claim that, if Portugal had already discovered any lands in America prior to
1492, Portugal would have proclaimed such discoveries to secure its rights to those lands. It is more
rational to see how maintaining secrecy worked in Portugal’s favor. Any discovery announced by Por-
tugal to the world before it had been dully secured by forts and agreements with the natives would
have been unwelcomed advertising since other kingdoms could have easily taken it over.

Portugal knew that to announce any new land would amount to losing its rights over it. For this
reason, neither the discovery of Madeira circa 1418 nor that of the Azores prior to 1424 was broadcast
to the rest of the world.

What Portugal did, instead, was to quickly and quietly send people to populate and secure those
islands long before anyone else found out they had been discovered. So secret was this endeavor that
we still don’t know today the exact year in which their discovery was made.

Though it is hard to imagine a world not so globally intertwined as the one we have today, in
those days a discovery was not protected by “copyright.” It was not an option for a king to simply
convince a Hague Tribunal that his people had been the first Europeans to set foot there and thatall
other European kings would obey a “hands oft” order. During those times the power of the sword
ruled and if you were weak or foolish you lost.

King Joao II understood well the nature of his times, and because of this he ordered that his own
ships be burned at S. Jorge da Mina (today’s Elmina) in Ghana so that no foreigners would ever see
square-rigged ships return to Portugal.

Ships took years to build using hand tools and were vital assets to any kingdom, even more so to
this kingdom whose main industry and therefore survival was seafaring navigation and discovery.
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CHAPTER2 THE ATLANTIC WINDS OF CHANGE

The same way that the Azores exist and the lands opposite the Azores to the west exist, as they
are shown on the 1424 Naurtical Chart, so too this sea of weeds exists in the area indicated. Who can
continue insisting that this Sargasso Sea or these Antilhas were never reached and say, instead, that
the mapmakers invented them before someone sailing there?

How could a sea of weeds be invented by mapmakers and later be found in the exact location?
How could large landmasses be invented west of the Azores in 1424 and later be found there? Since
the maps exist, we must accept them as proof of real voyages and refute the claims of those who say
such voyages never took placc. This evidence becomes even more powerﬁJl since it comes from for-
eigners and not from the Portuguese themselves.

Jaime Cortesao says that the Portuguese discoveries, “especially those of America, and more pre-
cisely of Terra Nova [Newfoundland], Terra do Lavrador [today written in Spanish as Labrador], and
Greenland are almost solely known to us by the testimony of foreign spies, secret Portuguese discov-
eries guardtd for centuries in their fnrt:ign archives.”*

Portugal’s western voyages of exploration appear to be a constant over decades prior to 1492,
as evidenced from the following excerpts — all translated quotations from “Congresso Internacional,
Bartolomeu Dias e a Sua Epoca’; Actas, Volume I1:3

o Antillia is drawn for the first time on the 1424 Zuane Pizzigano chart [page 175.]

o Within this Eulg container qf silence are the Portuguese discoveries of the 15th century... On one side
is the .impandfmf?ff and pm&ffmaﬁf document, which is the letter qf Paolo del Pozzo Toscanelli to
the canon qf Lisbon Fernao Martins de Roriz, and, on the other side, is that precious testimony t;f
the [king’s] concession to Ferndo Telles to discover islands. Islands that on 10th January 1475... [the
king simply says], “any island that he discovers,” then [ten montbs later] on the Royal Letter of the
10th of November, “no longer declares the islands to be uninhabited” [ page 178.]

o The worries of the Perfect Prince [King Jodo II] could well rest in regards to whatever could transpire
in Spain of the efforts of his special friend Cristobal Colon, on whom he placed no obstacles to bis re-
turn from Portugal [in March 1493] to the side of the Catholic Kings. And it was thus... because he
was well aware of what the cards held for the immediate future [ page 186]

. ngAﬁma V. in 1474, awards to Fernao de Telles the n;ghtj to the Foreiras Islands that bad been
?‘EEEHI.{}* ﬁlund E?y Diogo Teive and his son, Jodo de Teive, and the said Fernio Telles now afqu.irfd
them by a contract made with Joio de Teive... on 10th November 1475, the king augments the award
[to include]... the populated islands he will make known [page 192]

o On 30th June 1484, King Joao 1 awarded to Ferndao Domingos do Arco the captaincy of the island
that be “shall go explore’... “in the same way that the captaincy is had by Jodo Gongalves da Camara on
the island of Madeira.” As we see, at the same instant that Jodo 11 [supposedly] refused the [supposed]
plan ryp Colén he conceded license to another to go and discover in the same western Atlantic| page 195]

o Jodo II, the Portuguese monarch, confronted by the solicitation of Colon and at a time when he ex-
pfmfd positive results ﬁam the other [western] fxpfdiﬁnm afm:zd_}' in progress, has every interest in
accepting the prapﬂ.mf with this navigator, this way avaz'di?zg an eventual spamarsfasp [ 5'_}' bhis enemies]
in Spain [page 196]

© 24th July 1486, Ferndo Dulmo is granted the captaincy of the island of Terceira [Azores] and for
his collaborator from Madeira, Jodo Afonso do Estreito, another letter of award... three [more] letters
of award 3rd of March, 12th and 24th of July 1486... [proving] Joio II never ended his expeditions
to the western Atlantic [ pages 196-197]

o What most interested Joao I1... was not the discovery of peoples who lived in a primitive state “in the
.inﬁmc_}' qﬁmm&niﬁy,”ﬁuf instead a sea route to the m_}'ﬂfmf Orient [India]. gsamf VOYAges in the west-
ern Atlantic had favorable exit, what was “found” (Mar do Sargasso, Terva Nova, Lavvador, Groen-
lindia, Ilba Otinticha [Auténtica]) did not satisfy the [trade] expectations of the crown [page 199]

33




































CHAPTER 3 POPES, PARTISANS AND POLITICS

o November 10, 1478, then Prince Jodo Il allowed the Valencian James Timer, master ﬁf sugar
in Madeira, to “have part ﬂwnfr::f.':}} with other naturals qf these H}I@'dﬂﬁ:j in anai or 515;}‘:
except not in a caravel.”

e May 10, 1520, Don Manuel I orders the ju.sfgfs qf the town of Sines to investigate the sale .:f d

caravel to a Castilian Er_y a certain Diogo Pires. i

Don Joao de Meneses, captain of Moroccan Arzila, having learned that the pirate Moors of
Larache had captured four Portuguese caravels, quickly gathered a small fleet to recover them. Ar-
riving in the midst of canon fire and arrows, he found the caravels had already been dragged onto
shore. Unable to retrieve them, he set them afire to prevent the enemy from studying or using them
against the Purmguc:se.é'?

Cortesao further states that he found in the Archivo de las Indias, in Seville, all the proceedings
relative to the purchase of three “lateen caravels” for Colon’s island of Espanola that took place in
1504 from a letter of King Fernando to King Manuel I, his son-in-law. King Fernando’s letter re-
quested the Portuguese king for permission to make the purchase. This transaction is the best evidence
that the Portuguese were able to keep this technology completely secret for almost 100 years. The
fact that Spain, its closest neighbor and biggest rival, was still interested in acquiring Portuguese-
built caravels in 1504 and was required to receive special permission from the king of Portugal speaks
to this success. Castile had apparently not been able to replicate the ships and only succeeded in ac-
quiring them because King Joao II was already dead.

Joao II implemented such a campaign of disinformation to trick his adversaries as well as his
friends that we are still unraveling it. Cristébal Colén’s 1492 voyage to lands already discovered by
the Pnrtugut:sc was a part of this disinformation campaign,

Jaime Cortesao declares that:

There existed without any doubt a pﬂﬁf_y qf secrecy rfgarding.. caravels, rzaw;gariandf charts,

regiments, routes, and route maps... the value qf the terrestrial dfgrff and certain coordinates...

the economic abjffrive... the system qf rmﬁf,%ing... and experime‘nmf voyages.

Maps were, and are, a vital piecein the success of navigation, which makes a false map a pnwcrﬁll
weapon against the enemy. Censnring and/or modifying maps is of the utmost military importance.
It wasn’t too long ago that the Soviet Union censored maps for their own citizens and today Google
must censor satellite images to protect sensitive information. Therefore it is not surprising that King
Joao II implemented these same censoring techniques five centuries ago.

We would never have known of some of Joao IT’s disinformation schemes, including false attri-
bution to the size of the Equaturial dcgrce, if his spy in Ethinpia, Péro da Covilha, had died prior to
1525 (SEE CHAPTER 12). “The silence of the chroniclers about Covilha is explicable: Covilha's mission was
secret and his letters mnﬁdf?zﬁzzf.”ég Had Péro da Covilha died before other fellow Portuguese got to
Ethiopia before the chance to tell his tale, as it had happened to all of Jodo IT’s other spies, most likely
King Joao II’s ploys of deception would never be known and the search for the truth would be that
much more difficult. Instead we know that:

With absolute certainty... as well as through the testimony of Péro da Covilha... that Jodo II

ﬁ:fm{y associated, in at least one case, a ﬁzfjf value to the dfgrff; in another case [intentional]

excessiveness in bis measurements; and he hid muﬁauﬂ_’y both bis correct énawffdgf qf the most
pmfﬂmf way to India and the situational rffatia?zsbzp ::yp the location qf those Empires qf the

Orient to Africa.”

Therefore it is not so unbelievable, just as Giuliano Macchi states, that King Joao II conscien-
tiously presented to the rest of Europe false information that could bring him secret advantages, ex-
actly as it did. “It is a pity that neither Jodo II nor Coldn had the minimal interest in convoking scribes
nor press wheels to declare what secrets fbﬁ_’}' pm::fﬁfd about the Atlantic and wby If?fy pﬂﬁessfd them...
The law here is imposed by Colén and not by the historian: Colén must explain bis inventions.”°
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COLUMBUS = THE UNTOLD STORY MANUEL ROsA

Joao I1 and his predecessors had accumulated immense knowledge over the centuries about the
territories, currents, winds and heavenly bodies relative to the Adantic regions. Joao II was the au-
thority of his day on the geography and navigation on the Atlantic Ocean, both southwards and west-
wards. When this king affirmed something, the other kingdoms accepted it as coming from the top
specialists. Because of this, Jodo II could easily pass along false information intentionally since others
could not sail to those areas of the Atlantic and verify the information.

This fact explains why Martin of Bohemia, one of Joao II's trusted experts, went to Germany to
create a false globe in 1492. The globe depicts the same false information that Cristébal Col6n was
presenting to Spain, thus confusing the world and helping Col6n’s lies of “India” survive until today,
(SEE CHAPTER 12),

THE CAPE OF TORMENTS

Bartolomeu Dias baptized the Cape of Good Hope with the name Cabo das Tormentas (Cape
of Torments) because of the severe storms he encountered during its 1488 discovery. Upon debriefing
King Joao II, the king immediately renamed it Cabo da Boa Esperanga (Cape of Good Hope). This
name was an augury because now, after so many decades of srruggle, the King of Purtugal had gmd
hope that he would soon reach India by sailing around Africa.

All the decades of effort, the pursuit of technology, the lost lives and lost ships had paid off. The
end of Africa had been reached. What a glorious day in Portugal. What a hero was this Bartolomeu
Dias whose name should have sounded all over the known world for such a heroic feat in 1488, a
feat greater by far than Colon’s 1492 voyage.

But, as is the case with most of the secret navigational accomplishments that Portugal was re-
sponsible for, the Portuguese kept this event so silent that the exact date of the discovery of the cape
by Dias, as well as the date of his return home, is not known for certain. Most accept that Dias left
Lisbon in August 1487, discovered the Cape early in 1488 and arrived in Lisbon in December 1488,
having spent sixteen months at sea. Dias did not receive his due glory because King Joao II withheld
Dias’s glorious voyage from the public. Because of this censorship, Colén’s voyage five years later had
the awe-inspiring effect that it did.

For nt:arl}r a century, Pc:rtugal had been Sﬂcking the end of Africa. Dias ﬁnall}r accc:mpiished this
feat in 1488 after a sea voyage that lasted some 480 days. One would expect that the very next year,
1489, the Port of Lisbon would be abuzz with ships getting ready for the final leg of that dream
voyage to reach India before Cristébal Colén and the Spanish enemy got to India first. But no, that
is not what happened. Instead of arduous and rambunctious preparations there was pause and silence
in Portugal until after 1494: Portugal waited patiently for six years before sending its ships to India.
What was the King of Portugal waiting for?

During Portugal’s refrain of sailing to India, Cristébal Colon sailed to the Americas, causing
great excitement around the world and giving Queen Isabel’s ships a place to go and keep busy.

More importantly, King Joao II forced Spain to sign the Treaty of Tordesillas with Portugal in
1494. The Treaty of Tordesillas was the turning point in Portugal’s political game against Spain be-
cause it protected, in writing, sea access to the real India for Portugal. Spanish ships were forbidden
to sail to India in this treaty. As soon as the Treaty of Tordesillas was signed by Spain and the route
to the real India protected, Portugal was free to take the final step in that conquest. Therefore, King
Joao II ordered Captain Vasco da Gama to prepare the ships for the ambitious voyage to the Indian
Ocean. However, the death of King Joao IT on October 25, 1495 delayed Gama’s voyage, which only
took place in 1497, as Garcia de Resende tells us:

Because qf the great desire that the King afwa_ys had ﬁ?r the dismvfry qf India, qf' which much

had been done, and discovered beyond the Cape of Good Hope, he had arranged, and ready, the

[leet to go discover it with all regiments done, and as Captain Major of it Vasco da Gama, a no-

bleman qf his household, and due to the King's death the ﬂffr did not part.”!
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COLUMBUS = THE UNTOLD STORY MANUEL ROsA

The success of the cover-up has a lot to do with many of his familial ties in Portugal, which are
shown for the first time in this book. These family connections had never been taken seriously nor
investigated by Portuguese historians before.

This date of 1484 is even more important because it coincides with the treason of Cristobal
Colon’s nephews against King Jodo II, aided by Queen Isabel of Spain. Queen Isabel had raised the
stakes over Portugal’s Atlantic monopoly to the highest level - life and death.

It took Cristobal Coldn seven long years of applying constant pressure upon Queen Isabel before
he finally convinced her to support his “Enterprise of India” by West. By taking the Spanish west,
King Jodo II was free to seek the real India to the East.

It was a plan that worked better than expected. Not only did Spain get fooled in 1493 into ac-
cepting that Cristobal Colén had found India 180° from its true location, but historians were also
fooled for 500 years into accepting that Cristébal Colon actually believed that he had reached India
while in the Caribbean.

In reality, Admiral Col6n knew exactly where he had sailed to but was instead decciving his pa-
trons, Isabel and Fernando, as will become clear from Col6n’s own pen in the ﬁ)llﬂwing chaprers.

Now that we have situated the cardinal points in these first five chapters, they will serve as a com-
pass to delving deeper into what is history and what is fable in the life of the great First Admiral, Gov-
ernor and Viceroy of the Indies who had renamed himself Don Cristébal Colén in Spain.

























































CHAPTER 6 THE MYTH OF AN ITALIAN COLOMBO

Over the years the story of the two men never fit into one complete narrative. The fact that the
discoverer hid his true identity and did not want his lineage and place of birth to be common knowl-
f:dgf: tells us that we are dealing with a great family secret, not with some commoner who was re-
warded with a degn:t: of nobility.

When we acknc}wlt:dge that the courts of Spain and Portugal knew his true identity and had a
hand in creating the cover-up, we must accept that we are facing an important state secret that in-
volved the identity of a great noble person, not that of a plain wool weaver. Now the challenge is to
find the motive behind the cover-up.

Don Cristébal Colén certainly was born somewhere. Let us begin by looking closer to Portugal,
where his noble nephews and brothers-in-law were also born, because there is no doubt that he lived
in Portugal and was married there by King Joao IL.

Cristobal Col6n’s true identity was so important in that political arena, as the next chapters will
show, that great effort was put into censoring it. King Joao II, Cristébal Colén, and even Queen
Isabel managed to fool us all with the assumed identity of the great navigator, which allowed a Viceroy
to pass as a wool weaver in history books.
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