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Before fleeing “secretly” to Spain, Col6n and King Jodo II had been discussing secret evidence
of lands to the West. That evidence included “bigbamboo and pine branches” that arrived at the Por-
tuguese islands of Azores and Madeira.

In 1485, within only one year of fleeing “secretly” to Spain, Admiral Colén is “present” in Por-
tugal and participating in another secret of Portuguese navigational technology with José Vizinho
and King Jodo IL

In 1488, we again find Col6n “present” sharing with King Joao II and Bartolomeu Dias the ut-
most secret of how the Portuguese had just unlocked the shortest sea route to India around Africa.

Again in March 1493, Admiral Colén is meeting with Jodo II at Vale do Paraiso discussing his
just completed voyage of exploration to the New World. While at Vale do Paraiso Colén received
yet another secret from KingJoaoII, information that “there is a continent” at West and South of the
Equator: Brazil 3!

These events show an ongoing relationship of complete trust between KingJoao IT and Admiral
Cristébal Colén, which is so well verbalized in the king’s 1488 letter.

It was not an antagonistic relationship of hatred neither by Colén towards Joao II nor by Joao 11
towards a “vain and boasting idiot.” Rather it was a continuous friendly, respectful and considerate re-
lationship. Instead of accepting what others, the outsiders, wrote about their attitudes towards each
other, lets see what Colén wrote on his log about his meeting at Vale do Paraiso on March 9 tol1, 1493:

The Kiﬂg also received me with great honor, pais:f me many respects, asked me to sit down and

spoke very kindly.... the King again told me that if I needed anything it would immediately be

given to me, and be discussed the voyage with me at great ffngtb, .::tfwa_}rs inviting me to be seated,

and treated me with great respect... I took my leave cf the Kfng, who gave me some messages o

be given on his 555@% to the Monarchs, afwd_ys Jbawiﬂg me great dﬁé{ﬁan. Sk

In their own words, Col6n wrote greatly of the king and praised the king of Portugal and Joio
IT wrote of Colon’s talents and wisdom as “industrious, ingenious and necessary,” a huge contradiction
exists with all that has been written by outsiders about the relationship between Colén and Jodo I1.

We could not bring a higher authority about Cristébal Colén than King Joao II. Joao II left his
personal views of Col6n, whom he knew well, written in his own hand, it is not hearsay from second
or third hand as were Jodo de Barros, Damido de Géis and a multitude of others who wrote about
this for centuries.

There are way too many words of friendship and praise from the King about the Admiral and
from the Admiral about the King, for theirs to have been a relationship between two people who
hated each other. Their outward “hatred” was just a sham to deceive those around them so that nobody
would suspect their true friendship, a deep friendship and trust between a faithful undercover agent
and his employer, or between an initiated member and his master.

Time and time again historians have minimized the March 20, 1488 letter by insinuating that
King Joao II “anxious for not having news of Bartolomeu Dias, called Columbus to Lisbon as an

‘alternative’ to Dias.”

Arguments like these show the constant contortions others have gone through to maintain the
current history from being questioned. On the one hand they say that Joao II thought nothing of their
weaver Colombo’s capabﬂitit:s, seeing him as an unrealistic iIncompetent dreamer and, on the same hand,
they tell us that their worthless idiotic dreamer was Joao I's “alternative” to find the sea route to India!

How could they conceive that the “King of the Navigators”, who had at his disposal people like
Cabral, Cao, Gama, Velho, Corte-Real, Dias, Pacheco Pereira, along with thousands of other Por-
tuguese captains, all highly-trained in piloting ships, could find no other “alternative” to captain his
Portuguese ships to India except for a “foreign weaver” whose ideas, if they had been true, would
seem so imprudent to Joao II in those days as they seem to us today?

The Portuguese historians again are at fault here for accepting and promoting such a contradic-
tory invention that claims the same man who they insisted had been rejected by Joao II because he
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By the end of 1488, both king Joio II of Portugal and Cristébal Colén knew that the shortest route
to India was around the Cape of Good Hope. They both knew that there was now only a distance of
less than 10 degrees of uncharted seas between the furthest spot Dias had reached and the already known
city of Sofala. That distance was a mere 180 leagues, the same distance as from Portugal to the Canary
Islands, The Portuguese ships had reached a point just a few days sailing from the famous island of Mada-
gascar. Already in the 10th century, Al-Masoudi - known as the Arab Herodotus — had described the
land of Sofala and the Arabs called the well-known Island of Madagascar as the Island of the Moon.

In 1488, Bartolomeu Dias confirmed that Africa was surrounded by navigable ocean and the
gateway to the famous Indian spice trade was finally opened to Portugal.

The Portuguese ships were knocking at the gates of India. Now that Joao II was on the brink of
fulfilling his long-term national goal, one would expect intense activity in the ports of Portugal in
preparation of an immediate voyage to India, so that Portugal would arrive at the Spice Trade first,
before the nemesis “daredevil” Colén got there with the Spanish Heet by ht:ading west.

Instead of hurrying to India, now that the sea route was open, P{:nrtugal stopped! No ships are
ordered made ready for the voyage! Not one ship leaves for India.

This phenomenal news that Bartolomeu Dias had rounded the tip of Africa and had reached the
Indian Ocean was not advertised to the four winds, contrary to how Colén’s voyage was advertised,
instead, this great achievement was kept under lock and key, even by Admiral Colén. The discovery
of the Cape of Good Hope became just another one of the highly guarded Portuguese secrets.

On the other hand, as soon as Admiral Colén returned from his First Voyage of discovery, the
news was reported to the four corners of the world, long before Colén arrived in Barcelona to speak
with the Spanish Monarchs: Fernando and Isabel. In contrast, the extraordinary feat of munding
Africa remained in top secret silence. The worldwide glory that was due to Bartolomeu Dias was
never bestowed upon him. Unlike Colén, whose name became a household word for a much lesser
feat, Dias lived and died almost as an unknown.

The fact that Dias had rounded what he fittingly called the Cape of Torments was never mentioned
to the public. This decades-long goal of the Portuguese crown, a tireless pursuit, during which count-
less ships and souls were sacrificed to the Atlantic’s depths, always with the good hope of success was
finally accomplished in 1488. Yet the Portuguese “news media” remained completely silent about
the kingdom’s achievements, as always has been.

The two feats of Dias and Colon are two sides of the same coin. The same person that maintained
silent the presses about Bartolomeu Dias’s success is the same person who greased the wheels of prop-
aganda for Colén’s “India.” That person was King Joao II. Colén’s voyage needed to be advertised
worldwide, it was the only way for the ambush of India to succeed in enticing the Spanish to want to
protect it, just as it did.

Dias’s voyage, which opened the sea to the real India, needed to be kept top secret, only this way
would Portugal succeed in preserving that route for itself, just as it did.

For nearly ten years no Portuguese ships received orders from Joao II to sail to India. Instead of
preparing a voyage to India, King Jodo II lay silently in wait. What was Jodo II waiting for? Why did
Portugal decide to wait silently beginning 1488, while Cristébal Colén relentlessly pressured the
Spanish Monarchs to sponsor his “brilliant” voyage to India?

More importantly, is the question of why Colén, in August 1492, did NOT decide to sail to
India by the shortest route, via the Cape of Good Hope, since he already knew that this route was
opened up in 1488?

Furthermore, why did Cristobal Colon kee p the discmrery of the Cape of Good Hope secret from
the Spanish Monarchs, as well as from the rest of the world, the same way that Joao II was doing?

Why did Colén maintain all of King Joao II's secrets to himself?
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* A new treaty with Charles VIII or France was also signed; France had always been an enemy
of Aragon a major kingdom of the now united Spain and thus the wagons were circled against
Queen Isabel and King Fernando.

 Upon his return to Lisbon, the now Admiral Colén sent his letter announcing to the world

that India was only 1,000 leagues to the west.

e A member of the Order of Christ, Martim Behaim, in collusion with Joao II, had built a false
globe to support Colén’s fantastic claims.

e Maximilian I had his subject, Jeronimo Munzer, send a letter of propaganda dated July 14,

1493, in which Martim Behaim is indicated as the man to seek the fabulous India to the west.

* A few months later, Maximilian sends Munzer to spy in Spain and bring the gathered intelli-
gence to King Joao IT in Portugal.

¢ The Portuguese friar, Antonio de Marchena, an expert cosmographer, working at the Spanish
court, lauded and supported Colén’s claims and expertise, to ensure the success of the secret
mission.

When everything looked like it was falling apart, because the Spanish Monarchs were more in-
terested in conquering Granada than India, Joao II sent to Spain his own battalions and event sent
gunpowder, which Spain desperately needed, and which served to ensure the fall of Granada in late
1491. With the fall of Granada, Queen Isabel had no more excuses for denying the antagonistic
Colon, who fought alongside the Spanish at Granada.

King Joao II continues to be the single link that ties it all together. He needed to protect his head
from the traitors, his crown, and his monopoly over the Atlantic commerce and the sea route to the
real India. With tremendous persistence and cunning, Joo II succeeded in diverting Spain’s attention
far to the west and away from his own interests.

The vague and ambiguous clauses of the 1479 Treaty of Alcicovas had left Queen Isabel enough
maneuvering space, not only to continue plundering in Portugal’s controlled territories with impunity,
but also to sail to India, if Isabel so chose, without any hindrance because there was no solid line of
exclusion for the Spanish ships in the treaty.

Once King Joao II’s sailors opened the sea route to India, he could not protect that trade route
from Spain without having a new treaty in force. He needed a treaty with a new rigorously measured
line at the distance that Joao II wanted: 370 leagues west of the westernmost Cape Verde Island.

The only way that Portugal could force Spain to enter into a new treaty was to give Spain new lands
that Spain felt a great need to protect. To achieve this Ubjectivt:,_]nﬁu IT and the Council devised an
elaborate plan of India to the West. Once the trap was ready it was quickly sprung utilizing all resources.
Jodo IT had carefully prepared the ground and made sure that in his network of spies were members of
Queen Isabel and King Fernando’s council involved in the secret negotiations over the treaty.

These agents, strategically placed next to the throne of Spain, were so loyal to Joao IT and had such
confidence with Queen Isabel that all that was secretly discussed amongst Isabel and Fernando’s Coun-
cil, regarding the new Treaty of Tordesillas, was immediately related to Joao I within a matter of hours.

The importance of this treaty to Portugal demanded that Joao II control everything and leave
nothing to chance. Garcia de Resende, the king’s personal assistant, who knew more than most since
for him “there were no doors,” explains how Joao II was driving the whole treaty negotiations:

While the said Ruy de Sousa, D. Ioam, and Ayres Dalmada, ambassadors were in those nego-

tiations, and others .of great importance, many times tbmugb horse rffa_y.i that the .éiﬂg had, tbfy

received letters in which [Jodo 1I] would tell them, “On this day you will be told by the King
and Queen such and such, to which you shall reply such and such” and arriving that day they

[Isabel and Fernando] would say it to them without missing a word ﬁam which the ambassadors

were very surprised, and so were the King and Queen, because the ambassadors would reply un-

fxpfftfd;{}" Improvising without writing to the King.
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Cristobal Colon had longbeen very well positioned within the affairs of the Portuguese discov-
eries, within the Portuguese court itself, as well as within the hierarchy of the nobility of Portugal,
exactly as the genealogy of his Portuguese family proves.

Contrary to what every outsider wrote, Col6n was a man that Joao II described as having “im-
mense industriousness and great wit” that, although living in Spain, King Joao II specifically expressed
that he was highly necessary to Portugal’s navigational matters and that Joao II needed his presence
in Portugal right away.

Although Joao II had at his disposal a council of great scientists and countless pilots and sailors,
that didn’t prevent Jodo II from requesting, in March 1488, that Cristdbal Colén come immediately
from Spain to Portugal, as seen in Chapter 11.

As we question the history books’ perceptions of whom Colén was and why he sailed for Spain,
and focus on Col6n’s own writings relating to King Joao II, as well as Joao II’s character, we must ac-
cept that Colén was one of the cxplun:rs who formed part of the Portuguese Project of Discoveries.

In Col6n’s letters we can read how he constantly praised and showed affection towards Portugal,
and how he was closely tied with everything happening there. It is evident that Colén was not a dis-
connected bystander but a participant in Portugal’s affairs:

I was at the Castle of San Jorge of Mina of the King of Portugal [built in 1482].

I saw some mermaids [manatees] on the shore of Manegueta [Western Africa], though they were

not as similar to women as Ibfy paint them.

Navigating many times from Lishon to [protected] Guinea.

wa?z{y-fbrff years bave I sailed the sea without fmwfng it ﬁlr any amount qf time worth dis-

counting. I saw the entire East and the entive West, which is afcepted as navigating to the North,

that is, Engfand, and I sailed to Guinea.

It hzzppenfd tomeasl braug}'ﬂr two _fbf;ps and fg‘ﬁ‘ one in Porto Santo, Madeira, to do jamftbing

in which it took one afay to do, but I arrived in Lisbon f;:gf?f dd_ys E?eﬁ?‘f it, because I received

Saufbwesrfnfu wind g.cszs while the other sbz'p received ?zﬂrbz'ng but little Nﬂrﬁb-narrbmsteﬂ}'

winds, which are contrary.

I ovder to ﬁlffaw the course and the fxampfe cf the Portuguese, who had discovered the major

part of the islands.

This province is as ﬁgm Partugaf, and in all :Jf it there are many mines and much gﬂfd' in the rivers.

Marco Paulo says that Ibf_}' are worth more than white Ones, and this may well be there in some

parts, asitis with the seashells that are fgzugbf in the Canaries and are sold at }'a.{gfr pricein Por-

mgdf s Mina.

Nor to mention the present case qf the kings quarrugaf, who had the beart to sustain Guinea

and the dﬁfﬂﬂfry .s;f it, and tfrf:y spent gafa’ and so many pfapfe that whoever counts all those in

the whole .%ingdam, would ﬁnd that as much as another bﬂ{f have died in fxpfarfng Guinea,

and still rbey continued till I;ny got out cy" it what is evident taday. The which, all was fﬁ'egun a

long time ago and only for a short time now has it given them profit.

The said [Parruguﬂf | dared to conquer in Aﬁim and support the endeavor in Ceuta, Iangier

and Arzila and Alcazar, and continuously take the war to the Moors. And all this at great ex-

pense, anf_}r to do rbingx ﬁ_lf great princes and to sevve God and add to their Lo r.ﬁfjfr:;p.

And now that the Portuguese sail there ﬂofy féuﬂd it to be true.

Make it so that no one can persist with rafkiﬂg; because in anfda_}' rbqy will lose what was gmfn.fd

in seven dayj, nor with a caravela, even f it be a Pﬂrrugufsf lateen one.

Even thou gb you have spent some [i money [ on this disco very, it has been in a rfﬂiﬂg qf nobler and

greater state than bas been d?z_ytbing Qf any other prince until now. Nor should you exit dr_}'{y

but continue and give me aid and hﬂ'P and ﬁwﬂx Because the ;%ing_f qf‘ Pnrmgaf spent and had

heart to spfnd on Guinfa, up to ﬁmr or ﬁv.:’ years .of money and pfapfﬁ, ﬁﬁﬁ!re tbf_y received any
55?1@;9:5, and then God ﬁ;mﬁhm’ them with gﬂfd and gains.
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Cristobal Colén, as we now know, was not “a wool-worker,” but a noble person of significant im-
portance in Portugal. It is absurd to accept that the people who surrounded King Joao I did not know
his true identity before he became so famous in 1493, under his false name. With Colén’s identity
known in Portugal, it can only be concluded that the censorship of his life began in Portugal as well.

Admiral Colén could not have covered up his past identity alone, and the propagating of a false coat
of arms, without the anchors, had to be part of this cover-up because the anchors represent his true lineage.

Aside from the Admiral himself, should we not include in the list of the guilty King Manuel I,
Master of the Templar Order of Christ? Manuel I became king in 1495, due to Joao II's untimely
death, and had been privy to many of Joao IT’s secrets. Once Manuel L inherited the crown, he refused
to give up the mastership of the Order of Christ, as Joao II had requested he do, and it was he who
controlled the writing about Colén’s voyage b}r the Rnyal Chroniclers, including Rui de Pina.

Rui de Pina wrote the account of Colén’s arrival in Portugal during the reign of Manuel I. He
was even more constrained than other Royal chroniclers by self-censorship and protocol. Someone
had accused him, and Pina feared being again arrested for heresy.

What about Emperor Carlos V? Carlos V became King of Spain and named the young Fernando
Colon his Cosmographer Major, yet on June 13, 1523, he ordered Fernando Colén to drop his in-
vestigation into Admiral Col6n’s past, thus ensuring that the public would be kept in the dark.’”®

On top of all of this, one must remember that the crown of Portugal was taken over by the Span-
ish crown from 1580 until 1640. Therefore, Spain ruled Purmga_l during the lawsuit for Cristdbal
Colon’s inheritance, which lasted from 1578 to 1609. The House of Habsburg controlled all the play-
ers: Portugal, Spain, Genoa, and many other territories. It is at this time that an “official” history be-
gins to take shape. The history was written during an important period, when the King of Portugal
was the enemy King of Spain. One can only imagine how many details were modified by the chron-
iclers, all workjng indirt::f.:tlj,F for the House of Habsburg = thruugh Felipt: 1l Ff:lipe I1I and P{:lipe IV,
as controlling Kings of Portugal !

King Joao II and his reign have been a target of censorship for centuries. Graga Almeida Ro-
drigues, publishing the book of chronicler Damiao de Géis, writes that in Damiao’s book:

Some tﬁings were deleted which had caused grave troubles ﬁrr the author... [ inﬁmarim: ] prej-

udicial to these ﬁtmifz'fj was eliminated... the other ar{ginaf kfpt at the National Liémrjf has

these sections mutilated, some parts cut wi th scissors and in others bfavi{y crossed out with ink.

Graga Almeida Rodrigues admits there were others interested in dimming King Joao IT’s glory
through censorship:

The first volume of Castarneda (1551) was almost totally censored... in it the glory of [Gamass]

voyage to India is attributed to King Jodo I1. He also tells us that the secret reports from Pero da

Covilha arrived to Paﬁugaf containing lots qf i?zﬁﬁ?mrian. In the second rewrite the credit fé?‘

the fxpfdfﬁan qf Vasco de Gama is given to D. Manuel and they made it look as .gf Pero da Cov-

ilhas letters had never arrived.

Duarte Pacheco Pereira, member of the Council of Mathematicians (and one of Joao II's body-
guards alongside Coloén’s brother-in-law, Pedro Correia), gives us a peck into the atmosphere under
Manuel I, and the censorship imposed on writing about Joao II:

Book about what was discovered by the most serene king D. Joio, a work that is most difficult to
attempt due to the greatness of that Prince... since I sirugg!f to do this I should not be repri-
manded t’?y those who know and even less t{?_}? those gnawers, bf{kﬂfrj, grum&fﬁrs who 5); their
damned customs afwayj made books criticizing books gnawing and grum&ffng ﬂf the rfﬂingx well
done that rbey have never known how to do. What can I say ﬂf this Lovd?... in our dayj we have
never seen any who could come close to Him.>™

With this introduction, Duarte Pacheco Pereira shows that he was writing in an atmosphere that

was unfriendly to King Joao II and that he expected some repercussions. We have a case where one of
KingJoao II's trusted men, the Royal Chronicler and Overseer of the Torre do Tombo (Royal Archives),
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The more one learns of the facts in the life of Cristébal Coldn, the more the data point to a Por-
tuguese identity, and the more data that emerge, the easier it becomes to identify the man hiding be-
hind this most famous of all pseudonyms. So who was Cristobal Colon, to have so many high-society
friends in Portugal? What might have been his real name and lineage?

Some say he was a certain, illegitimate Portuguese Prince named Salvador Fernandes Zarco, a
theory we examined but did not find plausible.

In the final analysis, Admiral Crist6bal Colén had to be a member of a Portuguese Military
Order, and a believer in the Portuguese Cult of the Holy Spirit. All of his signiﬁcant, philosophical,
esoteric and theological connections, as presented in this chapter — especially his own chosen name
of Christ Going Member — point to the conclusion that the he was a member of the Order of Christ.



