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Abstract
This paper examines how space is defined and when a di
space (legally defined and understood) and how human/sgrvicesview space. Ist there are

hierarchies of space exist in most classification systems ass space;
evident in human service planning provision data sources. The issues of statisti
space are reviewed as they apply to localities and postcod
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The central theme of this paper is how statutory human service agencies deal and define space
through changing resource all ocation regimes, address issues of social disadvantage and space and
issues arising from statistical (census) geographies, localities e es. Thereis abrief

needs ... required for maintaining or promoting the overall quality of life
users. While this covers a broad range of activities, whi
resdentia, and at-home care for the aged, disability der
homel essness, and job search assistance (Zins, 2001).

political one.

This literature review will be limited to issues a
in public policy planning and resource allocatio
technical meaning as used by those irrth



For human service planning SPACE is thefinal frontier.

Space as a physical form has the capacity of measurement. Physical space has four dimensions:
latitude, longitude, height or depth and time. From this have arisen several forms of study that
specifically deal with space as aform of measurement. Cartography and geography along with
surveying are cousins in the spatial sciences. All three attempt to describg the physical form of the

dimension of physical space (O’ Hara, 1996). Sometimes i i
use physical distance such as kilometres, the duration (ti

s the census-derived region often has a different spatial
of the same name. There are fewer derived localities, and
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Map 1 Auburn Postcodes (Cooper, 2009)

ocal Government Area) and the residential area of
Ared), which is not the Australia post definition of the
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Thereis strong dependence by Australian and state government bodies on the use of postcodes as a
basis of their data-reporting framework. Postcodes are problematic when being used as a space for
public administration. Many researchers and busi nesses use postcodes as a crude approximation for

ageographic region for the aggregation and analysis of address based data\The desire to compare

An ABS postal areais an enclosed space based on aggregations of CCD
covered will change because of CCD revision for that paiticular census.

Any socia research or public admi
will be subject to flaws asthereis Ct 9
postcodesin Australia. The same also/applies for sta 'stlcal cal areas defined by postcodes These
agencies have assumed a postcode to be a closed polyge [ ialy unique, what this

demonstratesisthe inabilit ‘
of definition for postcodes
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Map 2 Lansdowne, Bass Hill and Georges Hall Cper 2009)

view hoI| ically popu 'on distribution and associated use of land.
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An analysis of the meshblocks shows that 89.5% of the Australian population (Appendix One Table
One) livesin less than .4% of the total area of Australia (Appendix One Table Two). Human service
planning systems suffer from cartographic myopia by not recognising population and land use
variabil ity.

These can deal with physical planning issues o
and disabled accommodation (Gurran, 2007).
for client location or preferences for modes of sg

esearchers such as Vinson (Vinson, 1999, 2004; Vinson, Cooper,
aum, 2005) has implicit in their approach the concept of the
as instead of individuals. Areas are not disadvantaged as such, as this

desexrving and undeserving are:
woul d\be anthropomorphic if the/application of the expression applied to those localities when the

ession is normally applied people.
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Often researchers give the impression that they are not able to distinguish between administrative
space, statistical space, and locality. For local area spatial analysis, there are no agreed spatial units
below local government area, useable in Australia. The problem that arisesis the non-integration

' es were touched upon. The other issue that arises
is how data with attached spatial attributes informs public policy and planning. In summary, those
who are involved with human service planning have viewed space as a socia concept without
gference to physical form.
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Appendix One

Table 1 Distribution of Australian Population by indicative land use cate

A Australia
4.60% 7.30%

Land use ACT NSW NT QLD SA >
Agricultural 0.10% 7.50% 7.10% 7.90% 8.20 13.40%

Commercial 2.00% 2.30% 2.00% 1.50% 1.209 0.60% 1.80%
Education 1.50% 0.30% 0.50% 0.40% 0.20%
Hospital/Medical 0.00% 0.10% 0.20% 0.10% 0.209
Industrial 0.10% 0.20% 0.50% 0.30% 0.309
Homeless 0.20% 0.20% 1.00% 0.30% 0.20%

Other 0.10% 0.00% 0.00% 0.10% 0.00%
Parkland 0.30% 0.50% 1.40% 0.60% 0.20%

Residential 95.70% 88.80%  87.30% 88.80% 89.50% 92.30%
Shipping 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% .
Transport 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

Water 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% . 0.00% 0.00%
Total (Persons) 323,957 6,549,206 192,919 3,904,596, 1,544 4,932,410, 1,959,579 19,853,497
Source 2006 census meshblocks

Table 2 Total area by indicative land use catego

Australia
90.20%

ACT NSW

Agricultural 6.80% | 86.00% 6340%

Commercial 0.80% 0.10% 0.00%
Education 0.70% 0.10% . 0.00%
Hospital/Medical 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
Industrial 1.00% .00% 0: 0.20% 0.00% 0.00%
Homeless 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
1.00% | 55.40% | 31.60% 8.80% 8.00%
0.20% 1.70% 2.30% 0.10% 0.40%
0.00% 0.50% 1.20% 1.80% 0.70%
0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
% 2.60% 1.90% 1.20% 0.10% 0.50%
985,455 | 68,263 | 230,115 | 2,576,695 | 7,758,267

0.20%

Transport
Water 0.00%
Total (Km?) 2,358
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